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MIDDLE TACTICS 
 

Diagram 1  PRO     CON 
 
Thesis: “This is so.” 
    
        “Of course, that is so, too.” 
         
“But that is too high a price . . . . 
                                                         
“And . . . .      
 
“Moreover, . . .    
 
“ . . . , and so forth. 
      
“Therefore, . . .”     
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Diagram 2  PRO     CON 
 
Thesis: “This is so.”   
 
        “To be sure . . . .” 
                
“But . . . .”  
                    
        “Of course, one might say that . . . .” 
                
“. . ., however, . . . .” 
    
        “Some may think . . . .” 
                
“But then . . . .”   
        
        “Still one must admit . . . .” 
                
“But after all, . . . .” 
    
        “I concede that . . . .” 
                
“Nevertheless, . . . .” 
    
“Indeed, . . . . 
    
“Besides, . . 
       
“Therefore, . . . .” 
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Diagram 3 LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA – PRO AND CON 
 

PRO     CON 
 
Thesis: “Marijuana should be legalized.”   
 
 
                      To be sure, soft drugs can lead  
                 to hard drugs. . . . 
 
 
     But most uses of marijuana seek only mild 
pleasures among a group of friends. . . .   
 
 

Of course, one might argue that 
marijuana only prolongs the  

                   groupiness of adolescence. . . . 
 
 
     People at every age, however, seek support  
from their peers. . . .    
 
 

I concede that legalizing  
marijuana invites certain serious  

                   risks. . . .     
 
  
     Nevertheless, the present punishment and its  
social consequences far exceed these risks. . . . 
       
 
     Indeed, the law should eliminate many  
dangers by controlling quality. . . . 
       
 
     Besides, legality would eliminate the  
profiteers. . . .     
    
 
     Therefore, legalizing marijuana would solve  
more problems than its illegality now creates. . . . 
  
____________________ 
From: The Practical Stylist, Sheridan Baker, pp. 12-14 


