PARALLEL STRUCTURE

. Each of the following sentences contains a blank for which three different completions are
offered. You are to choose the completion that will make the structure parallel and the
meaning clear. Write the letter of this completion in the blank at the right. [5 points each]

. Being timid in public and very little self-confidence, heisnot a 1
good salesman.

(& because he has

(b) having

() sincehehad

. Following the complicated musical score was difficult not only for the soloist 2.
but also

(& the conductor

(b) for conducting

() for the conductor

: to San Francisco would be easier than driving there. 3.
(@ Takingthetrain

(b) Totakethetrain

(¢c) Thetrain

. He has neither the genera background the specific skills required 4,
for thisjob.

(@ nor

(b) nor has

(¢) and does not have

. In hisfirst summer at camp, he learned to swim, to sail, and . 5.
(@ riding

(b) toride

() howtoride

. Severd critics said that the play was well written, but poorly directed 6.
and :

(@ asoitwasacted badly

(b) itwasbadly acted

(c) badly acted

. Many architects prefer designing houses to . 7.
(@ officebuildings

(b) designing office buildings

(c) thedesign of office buildings



8. The planning commission suggested and that a traffic light should 8.
beinstalled at the corner of Vine Street.
(& widening Bay Avenue
(b) Bay Avenue being widened
(c) that Bay Avenue should be widened

9. She answered quickly, firmly, and . 0.
(& decisively
(b) wasdecisive
() her answer was decisive
10. The laboratory equipment of this high school is better than . 10.
(& many colleges
(b) many colleges are
(c) that of many colleges
B. The following sentences contain errorsin parallelism. You are to correct the faulty
paralelism in each sentence by writing any needed changes above the line and crossing out
any unnecessary words. If you can correct the sentence by moving a word, you are to circle
the word and indicate with an arrow where it should go. [5 point each]
convincing
Examples: i. Convincing is more difficult than my father.
A\
i Mr. Aikinsis both ateacher of French and of Latin.
11. My brother and | thought our souvenirs were better than our friends.
12. On the tennis court, Pancho Gonzales showed skill, tenacity, and that he had imagination.
13. Deep-sea diving requires more training than a skin diver does.
14. Catherine the Great was thought both to be shrewd and ruthless.
15. Not only was Gerald a good student but also afine athlete.
16. Learning to swimiseasier in apool than the ocean.
17. 1t took me less time doing the research than to write the report.
18. She meant well, but she neither understood the boy’ s needs nor his wants.

19. The prose style of Moby Dick is more difficult than The Scarlet Letter.

20. The rancher and his wife drive into town frequently to do their shopping, to see amovie, or
if they want to visit friends.



